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same in all beings; the great object is to learn the
source; for as long as ignorance of this continues, new
births must be experienced. Heaven and hell do not
actually exist, but are simply some of the delusions of
Maya.

The moral code of this sect is worthy of praise. It
teaches that all life is sacred; kindness is therefore a
cardinal virtue, whether the object be man or animals.
Truth is necessary, and retirement from the world is
advantageous to piety; absolute obedience and profound
reverence for the guru is especially insisted on. Their
abhorrence of violence, love of truth, and unobtrusive-
ness of life make them most inoffensive members of the
community. In North India their numbers are great.

There are a few other sects similar to those already
described which require only a brief notice. The Khakis.
Most of these adopt the ascetic life, besmear their bodies
with clay and ashes, wear braided hair, and regard Sita
and Hanuman as their chief objects of worship. The
Maluk Dasis take their name from Maluk Dass; their
gurus and most of their members remain in their homes,
and do not wander about as do the Khakis. The Dadu
Panthis are an offshoot from Kabir; their worship is
also addressed to Rama, but is restricted to what is
called Japa, i.e. the repetition of his name. The founder
of the sect was Dadu, a cotton cleaner. At Narama it
is said he heard a voice from heaven calling upon him
to live a religious life; accordingly he retired to the
Baherana mountain, and, no traces of him being left, he
is believed to have been absorbed into the deity. His
followers burn their dead at early dawn; but the more
religious order their bodies to be loft exposed in the open
country, as in the funeral pile insect life is apt to be
destroyed. The Rai Dasis are the followers of Rai Das,